
 

 

SOUTH JORDAN CITY 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
July 21, 2015 

 
Present: Mayor David Alvord, Councilman Steve Barnes, Councilman Chuck Newton, 

Councilman Chris Rogers, Councilman Mark Seethaler, Councilman Don 
Shelton, CM Gary Whatcott, Fire Chief Andrew Butler, Administrative Services 
Director Dustin Lewis, Police Chief Jeff Carr, Strategic Services Director Don 
Tingey, Development Services Director Brad Klavano, City Attorney Ryan 
Loose, COS Paul Cunningham, Finance Director Sunil Naidu, IS Director John 
Day, Associate Director of Public Works Colby Hill, City Council Secretary 
MaryAnn Dean 

 
Others: Brent and Bonnie Nelson 
 
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 PM 
 

A. Welcome and Roll Call – Mayor David Alvord 
 
Mayor Alvord welcomed everyone present. All members of the City Council were present.  
 

B. Invocation – By Councilman Chuck Newton 
 
John Day offered the invocation.   
 

C. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Jason Hester, fireman, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
A scout that was present was recognized.  
 

D. Minute Approval 
 

1. July 7, 2015 Study Meeting 
2. July 7, 2015 Regular Meeting  

 
Councilman Rogers made a motion to approve the July 7, 2015 study meeting minutes and 
the July 7, 2015 regular meeting minutes, as printed. Councilman Barnes seconded the 
motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 

E. Public Comment:  
 
Brent Nelson, expressed concern about the business practices of Planned Parenthood and noted 
one of their locations within South Jordan. He said it is estimated that since Roe vs Wade was 
decided, nearly 50 million children have been killed. In 2014, there were 325,000 abortions in 
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the U.S. He is unsure how many abortions were done in Utah. He said they should put Planned 
Parenthood on record for being the bad neighbor that they are. He asked if a Resolution could be 
passed condemning Planned Parenthood’s practices and presence in the city boundaries. He said 
he will work as well to see about calling additional light to their presence within the community.  
 
Mayor Alvord said he would be addressing this issue at the end of the meeting.  
 

F. Presentations: 
 

1. Congratulations to Fire Battalion Chief Wayne Edginton for receiving the 
Distinguished Service Award from Utah Bureau of Emergency Medical Services. (By 
Fire Chief, Andy Butler) 

 
Fire Chief Andy Butler reviewed Mr. Edginton’s accomplishments (Attachment A). Mr. 
Edginton was recognized for receiving the Distinguished Service Award from the Utah Bureau 
of Emergency Medical Services.  
 
Mr. Edginton said it is the work of the fireman that is saving lives.  
 
 
Mayor Alvord presented a certificate to Fire Chief Butler, who recently completed the EFOP 
(Executive Fire Officer Program) from the National Fire Academy.  
 
CM Whatcott recognized Fire Chief Butler for his efforts.  
 

2. Final Review of the FY 2015 Strategic Plan. (By Strategic Services Director, Don 
Tingey) 

 
Strategic Services Director Tingey showed a video outlining the status of all 77 strategic items. 
He also passed out a spreadsheet outlining the status of those items (Attachment B).  
 
Mayor Alvord requested that the presentation be put on the website.  
 
CM Whatcott said he was pleased with the team effort as part of the process this year. He liked 
that staff kept the City Council involved to see their vision happen. He wants that to continue. 
They will continue to refine the process.  
 
Mayor Alvord asked what is the inclusive playground? Mr. Tingey said that was in the Welby 
Park area. It has been deferred. Inclusive means for all abilities.  
 
CM Whatcott said he anticipates one more revision of the General Initiatives.  
 
Councilman Barnes commended staff on the process and the priority based budgeting. He feels it 
made visioning meetings more productive.  
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Councilman Newton concurred that the systems that have been implemented have been fantastic 
and put the city on track. 
 
Police Chief Carr said the principle reason police service exists is to improve quality of life. He 
is impressed with what is going on. What the police department is trying to do ducktails with city 
initiatives.  
 
Fire Chief Butler said one of their items was deferred. They are always trying to improve.  
 
Mr. Tingey said safe community was added to the list of 8 initiatives this year. They will have a 
stronger focus on that moving forward.  
 

G. Action Item: Resolution R2015-51; Approving the appointment of Nick Geer as City 
Treasurer in accordance with Utah Code Section 10-3-916(3). (By CFO, Sunil Naidu) 

 
Finance Director Naidu recognized City Treasurer Nick Geer. He is a graduate of the University 
of Utah.  
 
Councilman Newton made a motion to approve Resolution R2015-51. Councilman Barnes 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 

H. Action Item: Discussion on an Audit Extension. (By CFO, Sunil Naidu) 
 
CFO Naidu said they are requesting an audit extension. That would give them until December 
31st to complete everything. They won’t wait until the last minute, but they have a lot on their 
plate at the moment. They are heavily involved with implementing the new Munis system. They 
are also short a staff member. The extension will give them time to do their job properly. He 
noted that he has never had a write up on an audit. He doesn’t want to see one now.  
 
Councilman Barnes made a motion to extend the audit deadline to December 31, 2015. 
Councilman Newton seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
Councilman Rogers made a motion to recess the City Council meeting, and go into a 
Redevelopment Agency meeting. Councilman Barnes seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous in favor.  
 

I. RDA Action Item: Redevelopment Agency Board Resolution RDA 2015-08, 
reallocating $220,000.00 from the Redevelopment Agency Fund for the Towne Center 
Drive/City Hall Project. (By Development Services Director, Brad Klavano) 

 
Development Services Director Klavano reviewed the background information on this item.  
It was noted that nothing in the middle of Towne Center Drive, including cobble stones, trees, or 
benches are being disturbed? The plan is to change the pavers in front of City Hall to colored 
concrete, and to add a heated path. They are also planning to add pots along Towne Center Drive 
for flowers and to modify the existing irrigation system. There is also a little electrical work to 
do.  
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CM Whatcott said the businesses have asked for the trees to be removed. They feel they can keep 
up the aesthetics with the flower pots.  
 
Councilman Rogers asked how much of the cost is on the heated sidewalk? CM Whatcott said 
the heated sidewalk is to prevent a slip and fall accident. The pavers are not staying level and 
they are disintegrating. He said the idea is to not spend money on maintaining the pavers. 
Concrete will last much longer. CM Whatcott said the bulk of the cost is on the pavers and 
cement. He estimated the heated coils to be $20,000-$25,000 of the project cost.  
 
It was noted that the landlord has been concerned about the tripping hazard.  
 
Councilman Barnes said if the businesses are asking for the trees to go, are they participating in 
the cost? It was noted that the businesses also hired someone to cut the trees at one time.  
 
Councilman Newton asked what is the width of the coverage of the heat tape? CM Whatcott said 
8 ft. on the front plaza.  
 
Mayor Alvord said he likes the pavers. He said they are still paying interest on those pavers. He 
does not feel the heated driveway is necessary. Councilman Newton said if one or more residents 
get hurt on the pavers, they could sue the city and that would be hundreds, thousands, or millions 
of dollars. Mayor Alvord said a salted shoveled driveway is not lawsuit fodder. Councilman 
Newton said there is also a standard for their duty of care. Mayor Alvord said he feels this is 
excessive.  
 
Councilman Rogers said he would like to save as much RDA money as possible for a potential 
Senior Citizens Center. Councilman Newton said they did the heat tape at the Senior Center. He 
feels they are spending money to save money.  
 
City Attorney Loose said every case is dependent on facts. He said they don’t feel they have as 
much immunity in trip and falls as they used to. That is a big litigation area now. That does not 
mean they have to have heated sidewalks.  
 
Councilman Rogers said they are always subject to lawsuits. He feels it is reasonable to shovel 
and put salt down. It is also reasonable to put in a heated driveway. Under both circumstances, 
they still have the potential of being sued. City Attorney Loose said they need to maintain their 
standard of care.  Mayor Alvord said there are many government buildings without heated 
entrances.  
 
Councilman Barnes said the heated tape keeps the sidewalk dry. Mayor Alvord said it falls under 
the category of “it would be nice to have”.  
 
Councilman Newton said if they have taken all the steps that they can, it reduces their liability.  
 
Councilman Newton made a motion to approve RDA Resolution 2015-08. The motion 
failed for lack of a second.   
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Councilman Barnes asked about approaching the landlord on cost sharing for the trees. 
Councilman Rogers said he likes that idea, especially if it commercially benefits the business. 
Councilman Newton concurred. Councilman Rogers suggested they table the issue for a work 
session.  
 
Councilman Rogers made a motion to table item I. for a discussion at a future work 
session. Councilman Seethaler seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
Councilman Rogers made a motion to adjourn the RDA meeting, go back into a City 
Council meeting, and take a 5 minute recess. Councilman Barnes seconded the motion. The 
vote was unanimous in favor.  
 

J. Reports and Comments: (Mayor, City Council, City Manager, and City Attorney) 
 
It was noted that Councilman Newton was no longer in attendance at the meeting.  
 
Mayor Alvord said there was a comment earlier today about the City Council passing a 
Resolution giving an opinion about the practices of Planned Parenthood. He said this body does 
not have the legal authority to act on Planned Parenthood. They can make comments and state an 
ethical opinion. They can’t direct staff to do anything punitive to any group, but they could make 
a statement of opinion. Is there an appetite to draft such a Resolution? 
 
Councilman Shelton asked what do they hope to accomplish? Mayor Alvord said he would be in 
favor of a statement. He said it puts down a marker on how the city leadership feels. He does not 
feel they will see a huge reaction or change because of it. It is similar to giving their opinion on 
legislative issues.  
 
Councilman Rogers said he would be supportive of a Resolution denouncing Planned 
Parenthood. He sees it as a statement of their opinion and how they view the values in the city. 
He feels Planned Parenthood has stepped outside the values of the city.  
 
Councilman Barnes asked if they are referring to the actions that recently came to light in the 
news? Mayor Alvord said yes. They can take the issue to a work session. He said he feels it is a 
corruption they shouldn’t tolerate.  
 
Councilman Seethaler said he thinks it is appropriate to stand on the side that’s right with respect 
to morality. What purpose would there be in pointing out the facility in South Jordan?  
 
Brent Nelson said he would appreciate if they point out the existence of the business in city 
limits. People aren’t even aware that a clinic is operated here. The operations that go on in South 
Jordan are part of a larger system. He is strongly pro life and it is offensive to have that business 
in the city limits. Their values are inconsistent with the residents of the city. He said he would 
like to call attention to the clinic’s existence, and also a statement that they don’t appreciate the 
business’s presence within the city limits.  
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City Attorney Loose said the City Council has free speech rights. If it’s a statement, and they are 
not regulating or otherwise infringing on the legal business practices, then the City Council has a 
right to offer an opinion.  
 
Councilman Seethaler said he would be in favor of supporting a statement, if the media reports 
are accurate. He would like it worded in a way to have a unanimous vote. He feels it may be 
hurtful in the end to point out the business location.  
 
Mayor Alvord said he does not have a preference if they name the entire organization or the 
South Jordan location. He said one thing they could do is ask the Federal Government to defunct 
Planned Parenthood and ask that it no longer receive Federal Funding.  
 
Mr. Nelson said he would like it to be as condemnatory as possible. He noted that the business 
does not share the community’s values.  
 
Councilman Barnes said he would like to give the Resolution more thought. Mayor Alvord 
recommended that he and Councilman Rogers draft the Resolution and have the legal department 
and the City Council review it. Councilman Barnes said he is aware of the practices that he is 
opposed to. He is not sure if they offer favorable services. Mayor Alvord said they do offer some 
good services, but the bad taints the entire organization. 
 
Mr. Nelson said 95 percent of Planned Parenthood’s business is abortion. Does it matter what the 
other 5 percent is? There is nothing wholesome or good about them. The South Jordan location is 
hard to protest or picket. To what extent can the citizens protest in the parking lot without the 
police telling them to move? City Attorney Loose reviewed the protesting regulations.  
 
Councilman Barnes said any Resolution that is done should be non-partisan in nature. Mayor 
Alvord said they will review it in a work session.  
 
 
Mayor Alvord said the new sewer facility is open. They are now looking into pelletizing the bi-
product. They are making sure it’s a profitable endeavor.  
 
Councilman Shelton noted the parks appear to be drying up, especially Skye Park. Associate 
Public Works Director Hill said they have had issues with the irrigation controls. The heat did 
not help as they were making repairs. The controllers have been replaced. They should start 
seeing improvements to Skye Park.  
 
Councilman Shelton said he met with the Senior Committee. He spoke with staff about involving 
members of the senior committee in a more in depth process in planning.  
 
Councilman Barnes asked about the permanent fixes to the retention pond on 11400 South. Did 
they come to some good long term plans for maintenance? Associate Public Works Director Hill 
said they hired a contractor and spread new mulch. The same contractor will be maintaining the 
pond for the rest of the season. They have been applying herbicide once a week. They will install 
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shrubbery and trees to block the canal. CM Whatcott said the neighborhood still has expectations 
of a park. He feels the neighborhood will continue to be unhappy.  
 
Councilman Barnes said when he was at Country Crossing Park, someone came through the 
grass on a dirt bike, then a group on an ATV came through, and after he left a suburban came 
through. He asked that patrol be stepped up. CM Whatcott said they need to also call dispatch 
when that happens.  
 
Councilman Rogers said there has been no Historical Committee meeting, no TEC meeting, or 
EDC Utah meeting. He asked if they have had any feedback on vote by mail? COS Cunningham 
said they have had questions about how it works and voting locations. It has not been a big deal 
to this point. The primary ballots have been sent out. 
 
Councilman Seethaler noted that Mr. Staples, Mulligans consultant, will be here August 6th and 
7th. He invited all members of the City Council to attend an open house with Mr. Staples to share 
ideas for Mulligans.  
 
CM Whatcott said he would be out of town next week and gone for the August 4th City Council 
meeting.  
 

K. Executive Session: Closed meeting to discuss the character, professional competence, or 
physical or mental health of an individual.  

 
Councilman Barnes made a motion to go into an executive session to discuss the character, 
professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.  
 
Councilman Seethaler asked if they can add the discussion of pending or reasonably imminent 
litigation. City Attorney Loose said they would have to amend the agenda for that. Councilman 
Seethaler determined not to include the litigation discussion, but noted that the litigation 
discussion had to do with the noticed closed meeting item. Mayor Alvord said they will not be 
discussing Planned Parenthood. 
 
Councilman Seethaler seconded the motion. Roll call vote. The vote was 4-0 in favor, with 
Councilman Newton absent.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The July 21, 2015 City Council meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm. 
 
This is a true and correct copy of the July 21, 2015 Council meeting minutes, which were approved 
on August 4, 2015. 
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