
 

 

SOUTH JORDAN CITY 
CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

JOINT STUDY MEETING 
 

August 21, 2018 
 

Present: Mayor Dawn Ramsey, Council Member Patrick Harris, Council Member Brad 
Marlor, Council Member Jason McGuire, Council Member Don Shelton, Council 
Member Tamara Zander, CM Gary Whatcott, Planning Commissioner Julie 
Holbrook, Planning Commissioner Mike Haynes, Planning Commissioner Mike 
Ellis, Planner Greg Schindler, City Commerce Director Brian Preece, Attorney 
Todd Sheeran, Community Development Director Steven Schaefermeyer, Lead 
GIS Tech Matt Jarmin, ACM Dustin Lewis, City Attorney Ryan Loose, Planner 
Damir Drozdek, Development Services Director Brad Klavano, Planner Brad 
Sanderson, Deputy City Engineer Jeremy Nielsen, IT Director Jon Day, City 
Council Secretary MaryAnn Dean 

 
JOINT CC-PC STUDY MEETING 
 

A. Invocation:  Council Member Tamara Zander 
 
Mayor Ramsey welcomed everyone present. All members of the City Council were present. She 
welcomed those Planning Commission members that were present.  
 
Council Member Marlor made a motion to add an item C. to the agenda to hold an 
executive closed session to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property. 
Council Member Shelton seconded the motion.  
 
It was noted there were items needing to be addressed before the regular city council meeting 
tonight.  
 
The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 

B. Discussion: General Plan Update 
 
Members of the City Council, Planning Commission, and steering committee were introduced.  
 
Crissy Gilmore, Jim Carter, and Olivia Svetco with Logan Simpson (consultants) were 
introduced.  
 
Ms. Gilmore reviewed a prepared presentation (Attachment A), including a handout reviewing 
the timeline of the process (Attachment B). Ms. Gilmore discussed changing the name of the 
General Plan. They also recommended a custom logo so people can differentiate the plan.  
 
Planning Commissioner Holbrook suggested the plan be named South Jordan Growing Together.  
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They discussed a list of stakeholders that they will engage in the process. Mr. Schaefermeyer 
said staff already has a list of 70, including the City Council members, Planning Commission 
members, School District, Daybreak, the steering committee, main landowners, developers, etc. 
Interviews of those stakeholders would be conducted in mid September.  
 
Mr. Carter said through these interviews, issues will come to the surface. It is important to give 
people an idea of their choices along with the tradeoffs.  
 
Ms. Gilmore said it is also important to have a Plan B if the plan is not getting them where they 
want to go. She reviewed the public outreach plan to reach all areas of the city, and a range of 
age demographics. She said they are hoping to have the website that will be used done in the 
next couple of weeks. That webpage can be linked from the city webpage.  
 
Council Member McGuire recommended they set up a booth at the Larry H Miller movie theater 
to receive public feedback. He also noted a large Halloween festival planned in the Daybreak 
community.  
 
Council Member Shelton recommended South Jordan speaks or Speak Up South Jordan for the 
name of the plan. Council Member Zander recommended they use SoJo rather than South Jordan 
in the name of the plan. She likes SoJo speaks or SoJo united. Council Member Marlor 
recommend South Jordan: Today and Tomorrow.  
 
The group brainstormed ideas of what goals will make this plan successful.  
 
Ms. Gilmore recommended that they engage all sides of the city – from the east border to the 
west.  
 
Council Member McGuire said he would like the plan to have teeth for the city to hold onto, and 
to maintain a constant vision.  
 
Council Member Shelton said he would love to have a future land use map that does not need to 
be changed.  
 
Planning Commissioner Holbrook said she feels they need to have better hands around policies 
on rezones, so rezones are not just done any time someone asks for it.  
 
Council Member Shelton said they need better consistency with the general plan, with lots of 
green space.  
 
Council Member Harris would like public involvement to continue after the general plan. He 
would like to see the public be more informed on issues. He concurred with protecting and 
preserving green space. He would also like to focus on commercial areas and areas that need 
revitalization. He said they also need a goal regarding housing types. He feels they can get even 
higher end, nicer housing than what they have in the city.  
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Council Member Marlor concurred with the previous ideas. He said they will be successful if in 
the end they have an appropriate mix of commercial and residential so they are fiscally self 
sustaining. They need a reasonable mix of open space and recreation space that is usable for all 
citizens.  
 
Council Member Zander said she would like to focus on recreation. She said green space is not 
necessarily recreation. She said transportation, especially east/west corridors, are key. She said 
Bangerter Highway is a divisive piece in the city. She would like to be more united and create 
places where people want to do things on both sides of the city.  
 
Planning Commissioner Holbrook said they need to look at trail connections in the city. They 
also need a balance of residential and commercial. She said she does not want to over develop 
recreation in the city. They also need to balance density and dwelling units.  
 
Council Member Zander said they need to identify what high density is for South Jordan, as well 
as medium and low density. Council Member McGuire said that also goes back to the vision of 
what they are trying to create. The design standards, and what is more appealing, is an important 
element.  
 
Planning Commissioner Holbrook said they need to create more than one city center.  
 
Council Member McGuire said they need to incorporate Daybreak’s plans (including a city 
center) on the maps. That will help define the overall vision.  
 
Planning Commissioner Haynes agreed that they need a unified community.  
 
Planning Commissioner Ellis said the plan will be successful if it can be easily understood by the 
public, and if the plan is transparent. It should be presented in a way that is usable.  
 
CM Whatcott said he would like to focus on more gathering places. They need to include public 
spaces that have arts including theater, singing, etc.  
 
A member of the steering committee indicated that they need to establish a vision and be specific 
with their goals. Another member of the steering committee said the city should be well 
maintained, and not have blighted areas. They need to take care of their infrastructure, and do 
more landscaping.  
 
Strategic Services Director Tingey said they should work with the Daybreak HOA if there are 
areas that they want specific projects.  
 
A member of the steering committee indicated that residents attend meetings or take surveys 
when they are in a mode of defensiveness. She would like the residents excited about the future, 
not just defensive. She would like some green spaces that are not necessarily sports fields. They 
need to make sure the east/west roads are not secondary freeways. The plan would also be 
successful if they are realistic about growth in the city.  
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City Attorney Loose said the plan should be legally defensible.  
 
Mayor Ramsey concurred with many of their comments. She said they should educate the 
residents so they can get their input and see the plan is exciting. They need to reframe the 
thought regarding growth so that people don’t feel that growth will ruin South Jordan. She 
concurred about unifying the city. They also need to address active transportation. They need to 
lobby for transit to accomplish their goals. They need to make sure their goals are realistic. She 
would like to maintain and protect the feeling that they have in the city. They need to plan for 
specific amenities, the swimming pool being one example. She would like to preserve open 
space and green space. She said they need to protect Welby Park and make sure it is not just a 
one phase park. They need a wise plan that will protect them and defend them in making their 
decisions.  
 
Council Member Zander made a motion to go into a closed executive session to discuss the 
purchase, exchange, or lease of real property. Council Member Marlor seconded the 
motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 

C. CLOSED Executive Session to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real 
property.  

 
Council Member Shelton made a motion to come out of closed session. Council Member 
McGuire seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member McGuire made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Shelton seconded 
the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
The August 21, 2018 City Council/Planning Commission study session adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 
 
 
This is a true and correct copy of the August 21, 2018 City Council Study Meeting 
Minutes, which were approved on September 4, 2018. 

  
South Jordan City Recorder 
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OBJECTIVE
The PURPOSE of this Meeting is to:
I. Review Process + Outreach Process

II. Identify Our Goals and Opportunities



MEETING AGENDA
I. Welcome
II. Overall Process/ Schedule 
III. Public Outreach Process
IV. Next Steps
V. Goals & Opportunities Exercise



Overall Process/ Schedule



PROCESS + SCHEDULE



Phase 1: Foundation



Phase 2a: Visioning



Phase 2b: Choices and Framework



Phase 3: The Plan



Public Outreach Process
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Public Outreach High-Tech



Public Outreach High-Touch
Non‐Traditional Techniques:

• Teton County, ID: “Plan Van” 
that Toured Community 
Events

• Douglas, WY: Small‐Group 
Workshops Targeted at 
Seniors, Families & Youth

• Jackson/Teton, WY: Fireside 
Chats with Elected Officials



UPCOMING PUBLIC OUTREACH
Event Series #1: Foundation

◦Who:
◦ Organization Representatives
◦ Business Owners
◦ General Public

◦What: Small group stakeholder interviews, Online survey #1
◦When: September – October 



Next Steps



NEXT STEPS
I. Review of Existing Plan  

II. Analysis of Existing Conditions 

III. Stakeholder Interviews 

IV. Survey #1: Values



Goals & Opportunities



PROJECT GOALS

This Plan will be a SUCCESS if…



ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES

Our key OPPORTUNITIES for the Plan are…






