
 

 

SOUTH JORDAN CITY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

January 9, 2019 

 

Present: Mayor Dawn Ramsey, Council Member Patrick Harris, Council Member Brad 

Marlor, Council Member Jason McGuire, Council Member Don Shelton, Council 

Member Tamara Zander, CM Gary Whatcott, ACM Dustin Lewis, Strategic 

Services Director Don Tingey, City Attorney Ryan Loose, Fire Chief Andrew 

Butler, Planning Director Steven Schaefermeyer, City Engineer Brad Klavano, 

Administrative Services Director Spencer Kyle, Deputy Fire Chief Chris Dawson, 

Police Chief Jeff Carr, Public Works Director Jason Rasmussen, Finance Director 

Sunil Naidu, City Commerce Director Brian Preece, GIS Coordinator Matt 

Jarman, HR Director Teresa Cook, IT Director Jon Day, City Council Secretary 

MaryAnn Dean, Executive Assistant Melanie Edwards 

 

SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING #1 

PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING – 2ND FLOOR 

 

A. Meal 

 

The City Council had a brief dinner break.  

 

B. Invocation: By Council Member Tamara Zander 

 

Council Member Zander offered the invocation.  

 

C. 2019-20 Budget Review   

 

CM Whatcott discussed the new public safety building. It is a tremendous asset. It gives the 

Police Department the tools that they need.  

 

CM Whatcott said staff has done a lot of research and tried to determine how the public feels 

about the city services. The feedback is that 80 percent of the residents feel that they are getting a 

good value for their tax dollars. 82 percent are satisfied with the city services. The City Council 

needs to determine if that number is adequate. If they want a higher number, there is a cost 

associated with that. Staff is working to ensure that the are using the money for their highest 

priorities. The city is starting to be successful in getting external funds. They are trying to 

anticipate growth. They have need for better communication with the residents. He noted the 

videos that the Mayor has been filming. Those videos have been well received.  

 

CM Whatcott indicated that they need to be strategic on their budgeting process and determine 

how to meet future goals. There could be an upcoming adjustment to the sales tax revenue. There 

is some discussion about the legislature changing the formula to 100 percent population based 

sales tax. There is also discussion about having sales tax on service type businesses. There is 

concern that cities are zoning for dollars.  
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CM Whatcott said there are some threats to the city’s revenue that they need to be aware of. He 

reiterated that they need to determine where they want their service levels. He asked for feedback 

on concerns that the City Council has, and what does the City Council want more examination 

of.  

 

Finance Director Naidu reviewed a prepared presentation (Attachment A). He anticipates that by 

2050, South Jordan will be built out. If the city annexes additional property, and develops 

housing that is affordable, people will come. That would make the population graph show a 

steeper climb. It would go higher and could extend longer. He has heard that the silicone slopes 

at the Point of the Mountain will create 20,000 residents for South Jordan alone. If their sales and 

use tax is reduced, they will need to address how they are going to cover ongoing expenses. 

Currently, the amount of sales and use tax that the city depends on for expenses is out of balance. 

It was noted that Herriman charges a $5 a month fee for parks. Pleasant Grove imposed a road 

fee, but that is being challenged. Other cities are not wanting to go through the Truth in Taxation 

process and they are opting for fees instead. He noted that South Jordan used to charge a street 

lighting fee.  

 

CM Whatcott said another threat to their sales tax is that one of their largest contributors is Rio 

Tinto. If anything with their operation changes, it will have an impact. He said currently, they 

would not survive a recession like the last one, without having to lay people off.  

 

Finance Director Naidu indicated that West Valley City does a truth in taxation hearing every 

year. Because of that, they are able to capture inflation funds. Council Member Marlor and 

Council Member Shelton said they were okay to include a truth in taxation hearing annually as 

part of the normal budgeting process.  

 

Council Member McGuire asked what is the cost to the city to do a truth in taxation hearing? CM 

Whatcott said it is not an overwhelming cost.  

 

Finance Director Naidu said South Jordan has a high collection rate for property taxes.  

 

City Attorney Loose said the Legislature might give the inflation funds to the cities, without the 

Truth in Taxation hearing. The question for the City Council is if that is a big enough give for the 

cities, considering the potential changes to the sales and use tax formula? 

 

Finance Director Naidu reviewed the property tax forecasts, the historical tax rate, and a graph 

showing the sales tax.  

 

CM Whatcott said one increase to their sales tax was Walmart and Costco. The other was Rio 

Tinto. It was noted that Rio Tinto and eBay add a lot of sales tax, but they also add volatility 

because they are self reporting.  

 

It was noted that if the formula for sales and use tax changes, and point of sale is taken out of the 

equation, businesses become a liability to the cities. It would also mean cities would have to do 

high density to get the population numbers up.  
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Finance Director Naidu reviewed a graph showing the current level of service, one that showed 

the amount of Full Time Employees per 1000 residents, and the direct tax per resident. He 

discussed the upcoming economic trends.  

 

Finance Director Naidu discussed the big picture of revenues and expenditures. He said last year, 

their revenues fell short. They did not fill all of their open positions in the city to help with that 

shortfall. CM Whatcott said inflation is eroding their base.  

 

Council Member Marlor said in 2007, there were not masses of people at their truth in taxation 

hearing. Mayor Ramsey indicated that one large difference today is the social media age that 

they are living in.  

 

Council Member Zander asked if their advances in technology in the city also help so they don’t 

need to hire additional employees? Administrative Services Director Kyle said it has helped in 

the call center so they have not needed to expand that further. Some departments benefit more 

with technology advances than others.  

 

CM Whatcott said there are efficiencies that come with better technology, but it is more costly. 

They incorporate technology where it makes sense.  

 

CM Whatcott said the City Council is going to have to start making hard decisions. One example 

is the future of the cemetery. They haven’t expanded it. They need more opportunities than just a 

burial, but that comes with a price. This will be a reflective type budget year. If they keep 

following this trend, they will come up short.  

 

Council Member Zander concurred that there will be a recession or economic dip. It is helpful to 

examine where they are able to pare back.  

 

CM Whatcott reiterated that they need to think hard about the level of service to provide to the 

residents. Next week, they will be addressing the issue of recycling again.  

 

Public Works Director Rasmussen said they use technology to make their department more 

efficient. They have computers to determine the salt that is needed after a snow storm. They have 

gps trackers to watch the trucks to make sure they hit everywhere and they do not hit the same 

neighborhood twice. They use technology in many areas of service they provide.  

 

CM Whatcott asked that the City Council contact him with questions, if they have any issues that 

they want to talk about, or items they need more information.  

 

Council Member Shelton said when people arrive in South Jordan, they know they are in South 

Jordan. They pay more for lots in South Jordan. That is largely because of the service level in the 

city. That includes parks, streets, street lights, etc. He said if the service levels drop, the property 

values will also drop.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Council Member Zander made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Marlor seconded the 

motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 

The January 9, 2019 City Council budget meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

 

This is a true and correct copy of the January 9, 2019 City Council/Budget Meeting 

Minutes, which were approved on February 19, 2019. 
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