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Host Venues Announced for 2017 Larry H. Miller Tour of Utah
Week-long professional cycling stage race to be held July 31-Aug. 6

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah (January 11, 2017) – Organizers of the Larry H. Miller Tour of Utah announced today the dates and host venues for the 2017 edition of the week-long men’s professional cycling race known as “America’s Toughest Stage Race.”

Scheduled for July 31-Aug. 6, the Tour of Utah will begin in Logan and conclude in Salt Lake City. Daily stages include four first-time hosts in Brigham City, Big Cottonwood Canyon, South Jordan City and Layton; challenging climbs in the Wasatch Range around Snowbasin Resort; a flag-waving sprint finish in Bountiful; and the traditional Queen Stage from Heber Valley to Snowbird Resort.

“The stage destinations for the Tour of Utah change each year with the intention of bringing the sport of cycling to new people, presenting challenging courses for the riders, and showcasing the stunning scenery around the state,” said Jenn Andrs, executive director of the Tour of Utah. “What remains the same is the excitement generated by the race, the gathering of local communities for a special event, and the performance of world-class riders. We look forward to organizing a great race for Utah this August.”

	2017 Larry H. Miller Tour of Utah

	Stage
	Date
	Host City/Venue

	1
	Monday, July 31
	Logan

	2
	Tuesday, Aug. 1
	Brigham City to Snowbasin Resort

	3
	Wednesday, Aug. 2
	Big Cottonwood Canyon

	4
	Thursday, Aug. 3
	South Jordan City

	5
	Friday, Aug. 4
	Layton to Bountiful

	6
	Saturday, Aug. 5
	Heber Valley to Snowbird Resort

	7
	Sunday, Aug. 6
	Salt Lake City



Known for its challenging distances and vertical climbs, “America’s Toughest Stage Race” will begin on July 31 in the northern part of the state as Logan offers both a university town setting and the spectacular scenery of Bear Lake’s turquoise waters and rugged Logan Canyon. Logan previously served as the overall start community for the 2015 Tour of Utah.

Brigham City will debut as a new host city for the start of Stage 2 on Aug. 1. The picturesque small town will send the peloton in the direction of Ogden and Snowbasin Resort, located just 33 miles northeast of Salt Lake City. A 2002 Olympic Winter Games mountain venue, Snowbasin has been the site of the Tour of Utah four times, but will host a stage finish for the first time in 2017.

On Aug. 2, new host Big Cottonwood Canyon in Salt Lake County will be the site of an individual time trial for Stage 3. Racing has occurred in Big Cottonwood Canyon in past years, but the new format will bring a unique individual competition against the clock on the mountain road.

Stage 4 welcomes South Jordan City as a first-time Tour of Utah host community on Aug. 3. The race passed through the area last year but it will have an official designation as a start and finish line for a circuit race. Davis County will be home for Stage 5 on Aug. 4 with the start in new host Layton City and the finish in Bountiful, marking the third straight year for the location just north of downtown Salt Lake City.

On Aug. 5, the Queen Stage will start in the Heber Valley before traversing mountain ascents and descents en route to the fan favorite Saturday finish at Snowbird Resort. Stage 7 and the final day of the 2016 Tour of Utah on Aug. 6 will attract the cheering weekend crowds for a circuit race along the streets of Salt Lake City.

Details regarding each stage route such as race mileage and formats, elevation gain, and start/finish times as well as spectator festivities will be announced in the late spring. Now in its 13th year, the Tour of Utah was elevated in 2015 to a 2.HC-rated UCI stage race, making it one of the top professional cycling events in North America.

[image: ]In 2016, Australian Lachlan Morton of Jelly Belly presented by MAXXIS Cycling Team captured the overall general classification victory at the Tour of Utah which featured 705 miles of racing and 52,825 vertical feet of climbing.

The Tour of Utah attracted more than 400,000 spectators and contributed a new high of $23 million in direct economic impact for Utah last year. The Tour of Utah also continued its strong media reach with 28-plus hours of national television coverage on FOX Sports Network as well as more than 35 hours of live start-to-finish web casting via Tour Tracker, which attracted viewers from 142 countries.
-- tourofutah.com –

[bookmark: _GoBack]About the Larry H. Miller Tour of Utah
The Larry H. Miller Tour of Utah, referred to as "America's Toughest Stage RaceTM," is a week-long, professional cycling stage race for the best men’s teams in the world. The 2017 event will be held July 31-Aug. 6. Now in its 13th year, the event was elevated in 2015 as a 2.HC-rated UCI stage race, making it one of the premier events in North America. The 2016 Tour of Utah covered 705 miles of racing and 52,825 feet of climbing with Lachlan Morton of Jelly Belly presented by MAXXIS Cycling Team winning the overall title. The Tour of Utah is owned by Larry H. Miller Sports & Entertainment. More information about the Tour of Utah, host venues and professional teams can be found by visiting www.tourofutah.com, as well as social channels Facebook (tourofutah), Twitter (tourofutah), Instagram (thetourofutah) and YouTube (tourofutah)
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